
THE BACTERIOLOGY OF THE UTERINE CAVITY
IN ENDOMETRITIS.

Since the observations of Noeggerath, increased
attention has been devoted to infections of the
genital tract of women. Whilst it must be con-

fessed that the views of Noeggerath present
many striking facts in their support, yet it can-
not be denied that too much stress is laid upon
one inficiens, namely : the gonococcus, and
too little upon other pathogenic forms, that pos-
sibly play a most important r\l=o^\lein these inflam-
mations. Our attention is again called to this

subject by Alexander Brandt, of Slarjansky's
Clinic, St. Petersburg, (Centralblatt f\l=u"\rGyn\l=a"\-
kologie, June 20, 1891), in an important prelim-
inary communication.
It consists of a careful bacteriological examina-

tion of the uterine cavity in twenty-five cases of
endometritis, presenting the following varieties:
E. h\l=ae\morrhagica,eleven; E. catarrhal\l=e'\schron-
ica, nine; E. gonorrhoica, four, and E. septica,
one. Apparently every effort was made to ob-
tain the contents of the uterine cavity free from
admixture with the secretions of the cervical
canal, the latter being thoroughly cleansed be¬
fore going beyond the internal os. The uterine

cavity was then scraped with a Volkmann spoon
and the removed portions examined microscopic¬
ally, and cultivations were made upon solid me¬

dia. By cultivation, twenty-two of the twenty-
five cases showed the presence of microorgan¬
isms. In two cases the streptococcus pyogenes
were identified. A pure culture of this germ was

obtained from the case of septic endometritis; in
two cases of haemorrhogic and one case of catár-
rhal endometritis, the staphyiococcus pyogenes
aureus were found; in two cases, alone, and in
one, associated, with the staphyiococcus pyog¬
enes albus. This latter germ was found, alone,
in two cases of the haemorrhogic form.
Pure cultures of these germs were made ac¬

cording to Koch's method, the results showing
that in seven cases, or 31 per cent., pathogenic
microorganisms were found. Inoculation ex¬

periments were performed with the pure cultures,
demonstrating that in each instance the strepto¬
cocci and staphylococci retained their full viru¬
lence.
It will be readily admitted that the mere asso¬

ciation of a lesion and the presence of a germ,
does not indicate a pathological nexus; indeed if
the latter is admitted, it does not follow that the
disease is the product of the germ. Still, if we

put these questions aside, for the moment, and
come to the treatment, we will find but few
surgeons, who do not believe in the prompt and
thorough removal of the suppurative bacteria.
When present upon a diseased membrane,
whether primary or secondary in their operation,
they can but do harm. Such being the case, we
conclude that the observations of Brandt, in
accord as they are with older researches, confirm
the value of antisepsis in the treatment of the
uterine mucosa, as indeed of all other mucous
membranes.

EARLY PREPARATION FOR THE SECTION
WORK.

The true foundation of the scientific work of
the American Medical Association lies in the Sec-
tion. It is there that the real work is done, and
the chief interest of members is found. The
general sessions may profitably discuss the broad
questions of medical education, ethics and legis-
lation which alike affect all, and in which all are
interested.
To our mind a continued growth, and increase
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